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 Office Building Approved:
 Hartford Planning OKs Prospect
 Street Project
By Jordan Cuddemi
 Valley News Staff Writer
 Tuesday, October 1, 2013 
 (Published in print: Tuesday, October 1, 2013)

White River Junction — The first phase of a proposed office complex
 on Prospect Street in White River Junction won the approval of the
 Planning Commission Monday night, a major regulatory hurdle for a
 four-story, 38,600-square-foot building that will house offices of the
 state Department of Motor Vehicles and Agency of Human Services.

 The project received the approval of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
 last week.

With the approvals also came the determination of how to regulate traffic at the four-way intersection
 on the Vermont side of the Route 4 bridge between White River Junction and West Lebanon. The
 decision: a traffic light.

A higher volume of traffic is expected to be turning from Prospect Street, and the signal also will
 regulate the traffic leaving the new Listen at River Point complex.

The projections are for about 120 employees and 220 visitors per day to travel to Prospect Street once
 the first phase of the project is developed.

“We are pleased to finally receive
 approval,” said project developer Steve
 Morton, of Williston, Vt.-based DEW
 Properties.

Monday night marked the third time the
 Prospect Street development partners were
 before the commission, and last Wednesday
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 was their third visit before the Zoning
 Board.

“We have beaten this horse pretty much to
 death,” Planning Commission member
 Peter Merrill said Monday night.

 There is, however, still more to be done.

Because it involves changes to town roads, the Selectboard must approve the plans for the intersection.
 And the Zoning Board and Planning Commission approvals came with conditions that must be met
 before a building permit is issued.

Zoning Administrator Jo-Ann Ells said Monday the conditions are routine and are “things we need to
 iron out before we move forward.”

Morton concurred.

 “We are not bothered by or concerned by the conditions,” he said. “We will meet them all.”

The Zoning Board’s conditions range from the applicant submitting written documentation addressing
 ongoing maintenance of fallen leaves and acorns from the proposed trees along Prospect Street, to
 submitting verification confirming the Department of Public Works has approved the design for new
 water and sewer lines and hydrants.

 The first phase of the Prospect Street project is estimated to cost $8 million and includes construction
 of the office building, roadway improvements, a river walk and site work for the nearly six-acre
 parcel. The first phase encompasses about two-thirds of the land that DEW Properties plans to
 redevelop. Although future projects haven’t been officially proposed, illustrative plans show three
 other commercial buildings, and Morton said Monday he would “like to see the site fully built out in
 five years or less.”

 State Agency of Transportation officials,
 town officials and Prospect Street
 developers convened in Montpelier last
 month to discuss the intersection
 improvements. Morton said Monday that
 VTrans agreed with the outcome of a traffic
 study that found a traffic light at the
 intersection with Route 4, just west of the
 bridge, would be sufficient, at least
 initially.

 A roundabout, however, still could be in the
 intersection’s future. Morton said the traffic
 signal will be sufficient to support the

 traffic expected to be generated by the first phase of the project and one additional office or retail
 building. Beyond that, though, a roundabout would be necessary. Because of the width of the bridge
 and the underpass along Route 4, proper turn lanes can’t be built, according to the traffic study.

 When looking at the applications for the first phase of the project, Zoning Board and Planning
 Commission members were tasked with basing their votes solely off the application as presented —
 potential future development could not be considered.

Morton said the developers are negotiating with town officials over who will pay what percentage of
 the intersection improvements.

 The first phase of the project is on schedule to break ground in the spring, with completion expected
 the following year, a timeline that is similar to the nearby Route 4 bridge reconstruction project
 planned by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation.

Just Posted 

511VT: I-89 SB Berlin #vt Exit 8-
Exit 7 paving continues today. Right

 lane closed. Please reduce speed in work
 zone. (link)

JUST IN

Letter: A Crusade to Save the Planet08:36AM

Letter: Argument Crossed the Line08:36AM

Letter: Call Out the Liars08:36AM

Letter: Call in a Mediator08:36AM

Letter: An Outrage at Dartmouth08:36AM

Letter: Great Article on Selamta08:35AM

Vt. National Guard: No hunting on
 mountain base

05:09AM

Burlington committee drops proposed
  b

03:32AM

Popular

Most read stories in the past 7 days.

1. Aboard the White River Flyer (7706 reads)

2. Vt. Towns to Push Back on Cuts (7154 reads)

3. Finding Their Yoga Center: Teachers Turn Their
 Passion and Practice Into a Business (2988 reads)

MOST READ



http://www.vnews.com/news/livenews/
http://twitter.com/511VT
http://twitter.com/511VT
http://twitter.com/search/?src=hash&q=%23vt
http://511vt.com/
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/strafford/8826747-95/letter-a-crusade-to-save-the-planet
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/grantham/8826944-95/letter-argument-crossed-the-line
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/hartland/8839592-95/letter-call-out-the-liars
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/strafford/8843168-95/letter-call-in-a-mediator
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/woodstock/8845203-95/letter-an-outrage-at-dartmouth
http://www.vnews.com/opinion/8826681-95/letter-great-article-on-selamta
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2013-10-10-Military%20Base-Hunting/id-e1146efe814a40eb87e08762b73a5d2e
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2013-10-10-Military%20Base-Hunting/id-e1146efe814a40eb87e08762b73a5d2e
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2013-10-10-Assault%20Weapons%20Ban-Burlington/id-1402bb5fe7e3496084c33c58586be0fe
http://hosted2.ap.org/NHWLV/280158b974a7406dadf01c0811671fc2/Article_2013-10-10-Assault%20Weapons%20Ban-Burlington/id-1402bb5fe7e3496084c33c58586be0fe
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/hartford/8792598-95/aboard-the-white-river-flyer
http://www.vnews.com/news/state/region/8833193-95/vt-towns-to-push-back-on-cuts
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/hartford/8035647-95/finding-their-yoga-center-teachers-turn-their-passion-and-practice-into-a-business
http://www.vnews.com/news/townbytown/hartford/8035647-95/finding-their-yoga-center-teachers-turn-their-passion-and-practice-into-a-business


Office Building Approved: Hartford Planning OKs Prospect Street Project | Valley News

http://www.vnews.com/news/8743604-95/office-building-approved-hartford-planning-oks-prospect-street-project[10/10/2013 9:40:30 AM]

The agenda for tonight’s Selectboard meeting has already been set, but Town Manager Hunter
 Rieseberg said on Monday that it’s possible the project could be slated for the Oct. 29 Selectboard
 meeting.

Jordan Cuddemi can be reached at jcuddemi@vnews.com or 603-727-3248 .
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